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Science  Year 1/2 Lesson 2 of 3

Learning ObjectiveLearning Objective ResourcesResources

To be able to identify and describe the structure of a 
variety of ocean animals. 

To be able to identify and describe the structure of a 
variety of ocean animals. 

Slides
Worksheet 2A/2B/2C/2D

Word Cards
Word Mat

Picture Cards (FSD? activity only) 
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Teaching InputTeaching InputTeaching InputTeaching Input

• How many animals can you remember that live in the ocean? Give children two minutes to think of as 
many as they can with a partner, then list some of their ideas on the slides. 

• Show children the two animals on the slides. How many differences can you spot between these two 
animals? Children to think, pair, share their ideas. 

• Remind children that all animals are different but that some groups of animals have things in common. 
Recap briefly the difference between mammals, fish, birds and reptiles. 

• Show children the picture of a pike with blank labels. Do you know what each of these parts of the fish 
are called? Encourage children to share their ideas then go through the information on the slides. 

• Repeat this for the other animals then go through the questions to see what the children can remember 
about the different functions of different animal parts, such as gills and tentacles. 
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Main ActivityMain ActivityMain ActivityMain Activity
Lower ability:

Provide children with 
worksheet 2A and a set of the 
Word Cards. Children to cut up 
the words and stick them into 
the correct spaces on the 
labels for each animal.  

Middle ability:

Provide children with 
worksheet 2B and the 
Word Mat. Children to use 
the words to help them 
complete the labels for 
each animal. 

Middle ability:

Provide children with 
worksheet 2B and the 
Word Mat. Children to use 
the words to help them 
complete the labels for 
each animal. 

Higher ability:

Provide children with worksheet 2B and the 
Word Mat. Children to use the words to help 
them complete the labels for each animal. 
When they have done this, children to answer 
the question on worksheet 2C to explain in 
their own words what some of the different 
parts of ocean animals are used for, e.g. gills 
are used so fish can breathe underwater. 

Fancy something different…?Fancy something different…?Fancy something different…?Fancy something different…?

• Provide children in small groups with a set of the Picture Cards showing photos of a variety of different 
ocean animals with space around the picture for children to annotate with labels. Give children some 
time to think of as many labels as they can for each animal. 

• When children have done this, tell them that they are going to see if another group thought of the same 
labels. One child in each group stays with their cards to explain to the others what labels they recorded. 
What labels did your group have that ours didn’t, and vice versa? Give children some time to discuss this 
before sharing their findings with the rest of the class. 
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PlenaryPlenary Assessment QuestionsAssessment Questions

The slides have three questions for children to 
consider and discuss. These questions are designed 
to encourage children to think about how animals 
(including humans) have adapted to their 
environment, and why some animals have certain 
features but not others. 
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environment, and why some animals have certain 
features but not others. 

• Can children describe some features of mammals, 
fish, reptiles and birds?

• Can children label various features of some 
different ocean animals? 

• Can children describe the functions of these 
different features?  

• Can children describe some features of mammals, 
fish, reptiles and birds?

• Can children label various features of some 
different ocean animals? 

• Can children describe the functions of these 
different features?  

Ocean Animals



Today we will be...
Identifying different parts of ocean animals and 
finding out what they are used for. 

Ocean Animals
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There are thousands and 
thousands of animals that 

live in the ocean! How 
many ocean animals can 

you remember? 

You have two minutes to think of as 
many as you can with a partner! 
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Animals that 
live in 

the ocean

How many did you remember? Let’s write them down! 
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Dolphin Eel
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How many differences can you spot between these two animals? 

Think, pair, share 
your ideas!
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What do all invertebrates have in common? 
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All animals are different but scientists group animals in lots of different 
ways to make them easier to identify. Groups of animals, like mammals, 

birds, reptiles or fish, all have things in common.  

What do all mammals have in common? 

What do all fish have in common? 

What do all reptiles have in common? 
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Fish
All fish have gills to 

let them breathe 
underwater and fins to 

help them move in 
water. They lay eggs.

Mammals
All mammals have hair 
or fur. They give birth 

to live babies, not 
eggs. Mammals all 
need to breathe air.

Reptiles
All reptiles have scaly 

skin. Reptiles can’t 
breathe underwater so 
if they live in the ocean 
they have to come to 
the surface to breathe 

air. They lay eggs. 

Invertebrates
All invertebrates have 
no backbone. They 

often have soft bodies, 
sometimes with shells 

for protection.
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This type of fish is a sea bass. Do you know what each 
different part of the sea bass is called? 
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eye
gills

mouth
tail

fins

scales
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How many did you get right? 

Fish need gills to 
help them 
breathe 

underwater. 

Fish use their fins 
and tail to help 

them swim. 
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Can you name the different parts of this crab? 
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claws

eyes

shell

legs

antennae

How many did you get right? 

Crabs have a hard shell 
to help protect their soft 

bodies. 

Antennae (or ‘feelers’) 
help crabs feel or 

sense things around 
them. 

Crabs have ten legs. 
The back two legs are 

swimming legs. 

Crabs use their claws as 
weapons, to catch prey and to 

signal to other crabs. 
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This one’s a 
bit trickier! 
Can you 

name these 
parts of the 
octopus? 
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Eye

Tentacles

Siphon

Suckers

Mantle Wow! This 
octopus is 
amazing! 

The mantle is 
where the heart, 

stomach and 
other organs 

are. 

The 
siphon is a 
special pipe 

The 
octopus 
uses its 

tentacles 
to move 

and catch 
prey. 

Octopuses have lots of 
suckers on each tentacle to help
them grab objects or surfaces. 

that lets water flow 
in and out. 
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Let’s see how 
much you can remember 

about some of the different  
parts of ocean animals. Are 

you ready? 
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Click on the right answer! 
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What does a fish use its gills for?

To help it 
swim.

To help it 
breathe. 

To help it catch 
its prey. 
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Well done! You got it! 
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That’s not right!

Click on 
me to have 
another go. 
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Click on the right answer! 
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What does a crab use its shell for? 

To help protect 
it. 

To help it catch 
its prey. 

To help it 
breathe. 
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Well done! You got it! 
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That’s not right!

Click on 
me to have 
another go. 
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Click on the right answer! 
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What does an octopus use its 
tentacles for? 

To help it hear 
where things are.

To help it move 
around.

To help it see 
where it’s going.

http://www.planbee.com
http://www.planbee.com


www.planbee.comBACK NEXT

Well done! You got it! 
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That’s not right!

Click on 
me to have 
another go. 
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Click on the right answer! 
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What does a crab use its antenna 
for? 

To help it eat 
its food. 

To help it 
breathe. 

To help it feel 
things. 
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Well done! You got it! 
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That’s not right!

Click on 
me to have 
another go. 
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Click on the right answer! 
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What does a fish use its fins for? 

To help it move 
around in the 

water. 

To help it catch its 
prey. 

To help it breathe 
underwater. 
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Well done! You got it! 
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That’s not right!

Click on 
me to have 
another go. 
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Great work 
everyone! Who’s 
ready to go and 

label some different 
ocean animals on 

their own? 
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Plenary: 

Why do fish 
have gills but 
children don’t? 

Think, pair, share 
your ideas. 
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Why do 
children have 
legs but fish 

don’t? 

Think, pair, share 
your ideas. 
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Why do fish 
have tails but 
children don’t? 

Think, pair, share 
your ideas. 
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Name: ___________________________    Date: __________________

Ocean Animals                                           Worksheet 2A
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Octopus

Fish

Crab

Use the Word Cards to complete these labels. 



Name: ___________________________    Date: __________________

Ocean Animals                                           Worksheet 2B
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Octopus

Fish

Crab

Use the Word Mat to help you fill in these labels. 



Name: ___________________________    Date: __________________

Ocean Animals                                           Worksheet 2C
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Why do whales have fins? 

Why do fish have gills? 

Why do crabs have claws? 

Why do octopuses have tentacles? 

Why do lobsters have antennae? 

Answer these questions using as much 
detail as you can. 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________



Ocean Animals                                              Word Cards
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claws fin mouth

tail eye tentacle

antennae shell eye

mantle sucker gills

claws fin mouth

tail eye tentacle

antennae shell eye

mantle sucker gills

claws fin mouth

tail eye tentacle

antennae shell eye

mantle sucker gills



Ocean Animals                                                Word Mat
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eye mouth legs

tentacles scales claws

mantle sucker gills

shell fins antennae

eye mouth legs

tentacles scales claws

mantle sucker gills

shell fins antennae

eye mouth legs

tentacles scales claws

mantle sucker gills

shell fins antennae

eye mouth legs

tentacles scales claws

mantle sucker gills

shell fins antennae



Ocean Animals                                            Picture Cards
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Lobster

Fish



Ocean Animals                                            Picture Cards
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Shark

Sea Turtle



Ocean Animals                                            Picture Cards
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Octopus

Hermit Crab


